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Segment A
	Timecode
	Transcript – Segment A
	Discussion Questions | Links to Related Resources

	0:59-1:43
	Ray Suarez: This is “Reports from a Warming Planet”, an American RadioWorks documentary from American Public Media. I'm Ray Suarez.

Suarez: Around the globe, people are noticing changes to the world that surrounds them.
Israeli Saguro: When there wasn't drought, I lived a happy life. I wasn't suffering like I am now.

Marcelo Sevillano: It's not just here. It wasn't like this 15-20 years ago.

Caleb Royal: And it's not normal. That didn't happen 30 years ago. 

Myrtle Demeulles: We love this place. We'll learn to live with what's happening. Except for this warm weather. We just don't understand what the heck's going on.
	Listen to the documentary’s introduction.  Why did the producers pick these quotes to play at the beginning?

Based on these quotes and the title, what topics will be covered in the documentary? 

Can you detect any bias or perspective that will be presented? 



	1:43-2:36
	Suarez: The early signs of climate change are showing up across vastly differing landscapes. From melting outposts near the arctic circle, to disappearing glaciers high in the Andes… from the deepest lake in Africa, which keeps getting warmer, to the deltas of Bangladesh and the atolls of the Pacific, where the water's edge creeps closer. As we're about to hear, in each of those places, climate change is no longer restricted to scientific modeling about the future. It's happening now.

Last fall, a team of eleven young reporters, led by veteran environmental journalist Sandy Tolan, gathered in a classroom at the graduate school of journalism at the University of California-Berkeley. Their assignment: to identify the places around the world where global warming is already making changes to life and landscape. Sandy Tolan takes it from there.


	For students to develop a clearer understanding of the far reaching effects of global warming, have students locate the regions discussed in this documentary on a globe, or on the on-line world map located at: http://worldatlas.com/aatlas/printpage/mollyout.htm.

Delta: a low triangular where a river divides before entering a larger body of water.

(wordnet.princeton.edu)
Atoll: an island consisting of a circular coral reef surrounding a lagoon

Global warming: an increase in the average temperature of the earth's atmosphere, especially a sustained increase that causes climatic changes.




	Timecode
	Transcript – Segment A
	Discussion Questions | Links to Related Resources

	2:37-4:40
	Sandy Tolan: Our reporting team spent the first few weeks poring over thousands of pages of documents on the science and politics of global warming. We made lists of the dozens of places around the world where we might investigate. Our science advisor and my co-teacher was climatologist John Harte, of UC-Berkeley's Energy and Resources Group. Under his guidance, we focused on two conclusions of scientists around the world: first, that the earth's atmosphere is growing warmer-warmer than at any time in recorded history. And second, that this warming is driven in large part by the burning of fossil fuels.  

We found that climatologists have essentially reached consensus on both points. The intergovernmental panel on climate change, more than 2000 scientists working in more than a hundred countries, has concluded that global warming is happening and is driven largely by humans. 

So we decided not to focus on the false balance in much of the US media-the 'is global warming real?' debate that gives equal weight to unequal sides. Instead, we took it as a given that the world is heating up. We focused on the impact, in human terms, of a warming planet.

At the end of 2005, our team of reporters set out from UC-Berkeley to eight places around the globe. They came back with stories about how global warming is already changing people's lives.

We begin with the story of melting ice. Sometime over the last few years, as temperatures rose in the Andes, the glacier atop a mountain in Ecuador vanished. Creeks are drying up. Lake levels are plummeting. The indigenous Quichua people in local villages are competing for shrinking supplies of water, while they try to understand what happened. 

Pauline Bartolone and Felicia Mello traveled high in the Andes of Northern Ecuador to get the story. As Pauline tells us, they met a villager named Rosita, a mother of four, who helped them learn the stories of the mountain know as Cotacachi.


	Why is global warming considered a “political” issue? Name a few ways the effects of a changing world would impact the politics of a nation.

Here, the narrator is referencing the work of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate  Change (www.ipcc.ch).  Their most recent report, released in February 2007, further confirms and examines the link between human activity and global climate change.

What does the narrator mean by “equal weight to unequal sides?”

What reason does the narrator give for deciding not to question whether global warming is driven largely by humans. Do you agree with that decision?




	Timecode
	Transcript – Segment A
	Discussion Questions | Links to Related Resources

	
4:41-7:37
	 [Rosita Ramos speaking in Spanish]

Bartolone: As a young girl, Rosita Ramos heard old people tell stories of the mountain that towers above their Quichua village. This mountain was alive, the old folks said, and her name was Mama Cotacachi. She was a mother who provided for the children living at her feet.

Ramos: For us, the mountain is not a volcano filled with lava or rocks. It's full of grains and potatoes and all of the energy of the crops that we have here. We have a lot of contact with nature. Our parents always had a good communication with the land. And because of this communication they always had good harvests.

Bartolone: Wearing bright beaded jewelry, Rosita sits on a couch in the coolness of her simple concrete home. She has taken a break from the harsh midday sun that shines down on Cotacachi, a wide volcano rising to 16,000 feet, just 20 miles north of the equator.

The people here, Rosita says, think of the mountain as a beautiful pale-skinned woman with long white hair. Portraits show her wearing a cap of snow.

Ramos: I remember when I was little, I would see Cotacachi after a snowfall and she would be covered with snow. And now I see her with very little snow. We had a creek right down there, a little waterfall. That's where we would get water to drink and to wash our clothes. That waterfall was big, but now it's really small. 

Bartalone: Indigenous people have shared stories about the mountain for generations. Lately their tales seem to hint at troubling changes. Rosita gathers those tales. She takes us across mountain canyons to a nearby town, where Maria Perugache is sifting quinoa on a blue blanket in front of her mud home. [sifting, conversation]

The two women talk in their native Quichua. Behind them, the bare brown peak of Mama Cotacachi pierces the clouds. Cotacachi is married to a nearby volcano, Perugache tells Rosita, but it hasn't been a happy match.

Ramos: She says, "When they argue the thunderbolts fall, boom, boom. And that startles us, and we say 'Oh my God, they are fighting!' And that makes us laugh." [laughing]


	Students may find the location of Cotacachi by clicking on this Google maps link.
Why did the reporters find it relevant to speak to local residents? Why is it important to hear their stories about their community and the local landscape?

How might a community’s understanding of their environment impact the way they treat that environment? For example, if they personify the nature around them, are they more likely to take special care of it and be protective of its resources?




	Timecode
	Transcript – Segment A
	Discussion Questions | Links to Selected Resources

	7:38-9:27
	Bartolone: Not everyone in Cotacachi's 43 mountain villages has heard the term "global warming." But, according to scientists, that's exactly what's contributing to changes in their communities. Temperatures have gone up nearly three degrees Fahrenheit in the Ecuadorian Andes in the past half-century.

Toward the end of our time in Cotacachi, Rosita takes us to a nearby village to visit a yacha, a Quichua spiritual leader. His name is Don Jose Maria Montalvo, and he uses herbs and prayers to cure patients in the patio of his tile-roofed home.

He comes out to meet us in a tattered sweater and sweatpants, holding a glass ball that he says is made of ice from the mountain. The shaman's eyes are tired. As Rosita translates, he says he draws his powers from Cotacachi. But lately, their relationship is changing.

[Shaman coughing] 

Don Jose Maria Montalvo: [Ramos translating; Voiceover] Before, I could enter into the mountain, he says, she would come to me. But now it's not the same. I can feel her energy pulling away.

Bartolone: The shaman says the mountain is responding to changing cultural ways. In a dream, Cotacachi showed him that people were burning the grass on her slopes.

Montalvo: [Ramos translating; Voiceover] And Cotacachi said to him 'I'm burnt, look how they have burnt all my skirts.' And since then he sees that the water is going away. The rain is decreasing. The weather also is changing. And finally he realized that his energy is disappearing, too.
	Why would the reporters find it significant to speak to a “healer” in a culture that practices a more ”natural” style of medicine, such as in Cotacachi?

Shaman - priest-doctor. In societies practicing shamanism: one acting as a medium between the visible and spirit worlds; practices sorcery for healing or divination

(wordnet.princeton.edu)

How does the shaman explain the changes from the vanishing glacier?

How would these observations translate into a more scientific observation?
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	9:28-12:47
	Bartolone: The view from one small corner of the Andes, where memory stretches back a long way. But not long enough to remember a mountain with no snow.

Tolan: As Pauline Bartolone and Felicia Mello learned, Cotacachi's vanished glacier is prompting more than cultural and spiritual loss. With creeks drying up, fights are breaking out over scarce resources, and some farmers suddenly find they don't have enough water to grow food. So it is on the slopes of another receding glacier half a planet away. In Tanzania, the legendary snows of Kilimanjaro are in alarming retreat. There, like the people of Cotacachi, farmers are struggling with the changing weather. Reporter Kate Cheney Davidson traveled to the slopes of Hemingway's famous mountain in northeastern Tanzania. [bird calls, voice of William Kiwali]

Kate Cheney Davidson: Meet William Kiwali, chairman of the small village of Kifura [faint sound of birds and insects]

William Kiwali: I'm a farmer. I grow coffee, corn, and bananas.

Davidson: Here on a sun baked farm a half-mile below Kilimanjaro National Park, the evidence of a changing climate is obvious. [sounds of walking in a dry cornfield] Mr. Kiwali leads us into a field of parched cornstalks that lean like drunkards at a bar. His farm, like many others on the slopes of Kilimanjaro, is not doing well.

Kiwali: My farm is dry now, and so are the other farms, because there is not enough water.

Davidson: Normally this region of East Africa receives two periods of precipitation, but the short rains, which were due in September, haven't come for the past three years. Mr. Kiwali's farm is one of hundreds that blanket this area, located in Mt. Kilimanjaro's rain shadow. And despite occasional droughts, there's usually plenty of water here. But Mr. Kiwali says this is not the land he remembers as a child.

Kiwali: In the past there was a lot of ice on the mountain, and the rivers were so full we could not cross them. Now there's not enough water and the ice is diminished.

Davidson: For generations, people here have relied on a clever system of furrow irrigation. It can send water to farms miles away from any source. But now local villagers say the rivers and streams that feed the irrigation ditches are starting to go dry.

Kiwali: No, there's not enough water for people, so they start quarreling. Sometimes they cut each other with machetes. It's not normal. In the past there was no such thing.

Kelly West: My name is Kelly West and I work for IUCN, the World Conservation Organization based in Eastern Africa. We're not just in a period of a few bad years. Climate change is happening and people need to change the way they use water. People are still in the mentality that we're just having a bad year, but you're not going to have the rains that you remember from your childhood again.
	Students may find the location of Mount Kilimanjaro by clicking on this Google maps link.
Reviewing “Reports from a Warming Planet” and Earnest Hemingway’s story, “The Snows of Kilimanjaro” poses an interesting opportunity to compare and contrast descriptions of a physical (as well as cultural) landmark through commentaries made decades apart. How does the mountain change over time, in the face of global warming? Do these changes represent more than just physical shifts?

http://www.enotes.com/snows-kilimanjaro


Furrow-a long shallow trench in the ground

(wordnet.princeton.edu)

Why would the absence of water instigate quarreling and violence in the community? What might that look like further down the road, if global warming goes unchecked?
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	12:48-15:29
	[sound of insects humming and children playing]

Davidson: There's one region where the future is already here. As you might expect, it's downstream. The people of Mwangaria, a village on the dry, dusty savanna below Mt. Kilimanjaro, are losing their traditional sources of water. In this part of Africa, as in some other places that fortune has skipped over, climate change is likely to aggravate what humans have already done to the landscape.

Israeli Saguro: My name is Israeli Saguro. My family name is Mmanyi, and I'm 52 years old. Yeah, sometimes we had drought, but not like this. I think it has been three years now and we have harvested nothing. When you grow corn they dry up before they can blossom. It used to be different than it is now.

When there wasn't drought, I lived a happy life. I wasn't suffering like I am now. I had plenty of food and water, and the weather was good. Now it's extremely hot and there is no day when the weather is good.

[sounds of insects]

Davidson: Mr. Saguro gets up from the couch in his modest house made of narrow logs chinked with mud. Gently, he lifts a small wooden instrument from a peg on the wall. It's called an irimba, and his father showed him how to make it. [strumming of irimba] Mr. Saguro tells us he knows exactly what song he wants to play.

Saguro: I wanted to play this song because I see what is happening now in this generation.

Davidson: The song says people are dying and asks, who is willing to climb aboard the Lord's ship to help?

[mirimba (thumb piano) playing and singing, fading under]

Suarez: That report by Kate Cheney Davison, with Elizabeth Chur. When we come back, a tour of island and delta nations, where people face another, even more drastic impact: rising waters, and the loss of their homes, their culture, and even their place on the map.

I'm Ray Suarez. You're listening to Reports from a Warming Planet, from American RadioWorks. Our program continues in just a moment, from American Public Media.

END OF SEGMENT A
	Why would climate change be more apparent or obvious downstream?

Aggravate – to worsen

(wordnet.princeton.edu)
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