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	Template for Music Appreciation Lesson Using the Facets Model

Estimated Time: (3) 50 minute instructional sessions


plus 5 – 20 minutes of initial prep.

American Mavericks, produced by American Public Media, is a groundbreaking radio and Internet series, which tells the stories of a few distinctly American musical artists. This lesson template is designed to aide teachers take advantage of this educational resource three fold. First, teachers will use the Facets model to instruct students on how to constructively listen to and critically analyze any given musical piece. Second, teachers will use the Facets model to instruct students on how to increase his or her ability to develop a technical and emotive understanding of any given musical genre. Finally, students will use that same Facets model to structure a short presentation. The Facets model was developed to promote the comprehensive study of a musical work and to enhance a student’s understanding of that work. For a detailed description and explanation of the model, visit the BandQuest website (a program of the American Composers Forum): http://www.bandquest.org/teachers/facets2.shtml.

The Facets model can serve as a powerful framework for music appreciation, assessment, and interdisciplinary learning, beyond how it is used in this lesson. The BandQuest website also contains two online lessons with which you can use to introduce your students to the Facets model: http://www.bandquest.org/teachers/facets3.shtml.

Materials for this lesson:

· Computer with Internet connection and speakers.

Download available at: http://www.realplayerweb.com).

· Print out of the Facets model worksheet for each student. See below.

· (Optional) Transparency of Facets model

· (Optional) Headphones for students


	Objectives for Middle and High School Students:

· Students will use multi-sensory (printed, video and audio) resources to research a composer.

· Students will apply aspects of the Facets Model as they research a composer.

	
	Correlations with the Minnesota Academic Standards in the Arts

	
	Grade
	Subject
	Strand
	Sub-Strand
	Standard
	Benchmark(s)

	
	6 -8
	Arts
	Artistic Interpretation
	Music
	The student will use the Facets model to explore and develop a deeper understanding of music and musical composition.
	2. understand the connection between a work of music, its purpose, and its cultural and historical contexts;

4. communicate a personal reaction to performances of original works, compositions, or interpretations and performances of existing music using the components of music

	
	9 – 12
	Arts
	Analysis and Interpretation
	Music
	The student will understand and apply the Facets model to analyze, interpret, and evaluate music and the creative process.
	1. understand how a synthesis of the following components of music is used to define a composition, interpretation, or performance in music:  

a. elements, including melody, rhythm, harmony, dynamics, tone color, texture, and form;  

2. understand the similarities and differences among the structures and styles within music;  

6. analyze and interpret music through its historical, cultural, or social context;

8. articulate informed evaluations of performances of original compositions or the interpretations and performances of existing compositions using selected criteria.


PREP: Estimated time: 5 – 20 minutes

1) Decide if students will complete Part 1 as individuals or as a whole class. This decision may make it necessary to acquire headphones for individual use or a large computer screen for the whole class to view. Although this exercise allows for the students to select from the site any composer that they find interesting, you may want to take the time to review a number of the site’s listed composers, and choose specific options ahead of time. This will enable you to become familiar with how those subjects fit the character and spirit of the Facets model. Also, in the event that you decide to work this lesson as a whole class, you will have the opportunity to select a composer that best suits the interests and temperament of your class.

2) Decide if your students would benefit from a “run through” of how to use the Facets model.

3) Scan through the American Mavericks home page on the American Public Media website: (http://musicmavericks.publicradio.org/features/). 


4) Test your on-line video set-up by selecting a composer from the “View” section of the page and click on the filmstrip icon under his or her name to ensure you can readily view the video clip. Be sure the audio can be heard throughout your classroom and if necessary, you can download RealPlayer from: (http://www.realplayerweb.com). 

5) Locate black/whiteboard space, transparency paper, etc. for space to write class observations.

6) Print off and make 1 or 2 copies of the attached Facets worksheet for each student in your class, depending on if you are doing one or two lessons. Consider making a transparency of the worksheet to easily demonstrate for your students how the Facets model works.

7) Take a few minutes to consider what, in particular, you would like your students to take from this exercise. On what “facets” of the music do you want your students to focus? If executing the lesson as a whole class, consider dividing the Facet model questions among smaller groups and then have the smaller groups present each item to the class as a whole.  

INSTRUCTION 

PART 1: INTRODUCING THE FACETS MODEL - Estimated time: 50 minutes, depending on how which clips are selected and how long the class continues its discussion.

1) 5 minutes: Why Facets? Review the Facets model with your class. Explain that music has many “facets” or sides to it and that some music is important for its technical content, some for its cultural/historical impact and some, simply for the emotions (or even lack of emotional connection) that it inspires in the listeners. If necessary, go through each item on the model and review how these questions apply to developing a deeper understanding of the music.

2) 5 minutes: Either announce your composer selection, or have your students scan through the clips under the “View” section of the Music Mavericks home page, so they may select a composer on their own. Once a choice has been made, focus your students on what to listen for, and how to use the Facets model to help them understand what they are experiencing.

3) 5 – 15 minutes: Have students play their selected program and keep the Real Player application open.

4) 5 - 10 minutes: Ask your student/s to share their initial reactions. Did they like the selection they heard? What attracted them to the music or what about the music didn’t they like?

5) 10 – 15 minutes: Play the program again, and this time give the student/s time to complete the Facets model worksheet.

6) (Optional) 5 minutes: If necessary, direct students, to play the program for a third time, directing your students to check their responses for accuracy and any information they might have missed.

7) (Optional) 10 minutes: (OPTIONAL) Divide your students into small groups to discuss the work. Have them switch their papers with others and share their responses. If acceptable to your students, allow the “reviewer” to add any information that was missed. 

8) 10 minutes: Collect papers and discuss, as a class, these questions:

a. Did your reaction to the musical work change after your thought about it and discussed it?

b. How did learning about the context or circumstances in which the musical work was composed and/or performed affect your understanding and appreciation of the piece? 

PART 2: APPLYING THE FACETS MODEL– Estimated time: 50+ minutes, depending on the amount of time that is provided for students to conduct their research.

1) 10 – 15 minutes: Either individually or divided up into small groups, have students return to the features section of the American Mavericks website: http://musicmavericks.publicradio.org/features (also located on this month’s sound learning monthly feature page in the selected resources). Explain that they’ll use the Facets model to research a featured “Maverick” composer . Also, explain to the students how the Facets model will improve their listening skills and perhaps broaden how they experience music on both an intellectual and an emotional level.

Provide students with some time to explore and sample the video clips from the “view” section.  Then, direct students to select one video piece.  Have students play the media once through and fill out the “sounds like” and “structure” items on the Facets model. 

2) 30 minutes: Then have the students return to the features section of the American Mavericks website.  Direct them to find an interview with the composer and listen to and review any and all materials included on the site for that composer.  In the event that an interview isn’t available on the American Mavericks website, students may find information on the piece and composer through a web search.

  NOTE: Because several interviews on the American Mavericks site are close to an hour long, students should be encouraged to advance or rewind the interview as appropriate or seek out the written transcripts (available for some of the interviews) under the “Read” section on the American Mavericks features page.  

3) 10 minutes: Have students review all the media, checking on their answers. Does the music strike them the same a second time as it did when they initially heard it? On listening to the piece a second time and after having more time to consider their answers, do they have a deeper understanding of what the composer was trying to achieve?  How did researching the composer affect their understanding or appreciation of the music?

PART 3: COMPOSER PRESENTATIONS – 50 minutes

1) Prepare students to present their thoughts to the class. 

2) Instruct the students to finalize their thoughts on their selected composer, using the Facets model as a guideline. Are they satisfied with their answers? Do they need to review the piece once more before presenting their ideas? If so, allow them time to quickly review. Do they have a deeper understanding of the piece or do they appreciate the piece more, after listening to or reading the interview?

3) If multiple students have selected the same composer, have them gather together and compare notes.

4) Either individually or in groups formed around a composer, have the students put together either a 5 minute oral or Power Point presentation on the piece, one slide for each facet. Suggest that they have a segment of the piece readily available to play for the class, in the event that their audience is unfamiliar with the material.

ALTERNATIVES, EXTENSIONS, and ACCOMMODATIONS:

1) Subscribe to the e-mail newsletter from Composers Datebook: (http://composersdatebook.publicradio.org/). Use it in conjunction with this template to develop a weekly music appreciation lesson based on a featured composer and musical work.

2) The Facets model can also be used to explore a style or period rather than a whole work. If you are studying a particular type of music, use archives on the Composers Datebook website: : (http://composersdatebook.publicradio.org/)  to find musical works that fit that style or period. Then, use the process and the model developed here with your students to learn about the typical musical characteristics, representative composers, and common themes of the music of the selected period or style.
3) Take the above exercise one step further, by choosing an individual composer/musician, and explore his or her impact on music and the culture contemporary to their genre. For example, in the “Classical” vein, Mozart, Beethoven and Brandenburg (to name a few) were considered radicals and troublemakers. Their creative approach to musical composition was, in many cases rejected by average audiences, they were publicly ridiculed and, in some cases, these “radicals” were socially and financially destroyed by those who preferred the “status quo”. Have your students consider why these artists inspired such strong reactions in their peers and list a few of the “rules” these artists were breaking. Where do audiences stand regarding those rules today? In a more “modern” vein, students could explore the impact that rock or rap has had, not only on music, but on society as well. Some suggestions for modern artists: (Jazz) Lois Armstrong, Duke Ellington, Miles Davis, (Rap) KRS1, Beastie Boys, Eminem, (Rock) Elvis, Jim Morrison, Frank Zappa, The Beatles, and David Bowie, just to name just a few.  How did these artists turn music on its ear? How did people react? How did these artists impact music and musicians that followed?
Using the Facets Model to Understand a Musical Work from American Mavericks.
	Name: 


Date: 


Hour:


Directions:

1) Before you listen to the musical work, review the questions in each diamond.

2) As you listen to the musical work, try to think of the answers to each question.

3) After you listen, answer each question about the musical work to the best of your ability. Some questions may be unanswerable given the amount of information in today’s program.

4) If time allows, meet with other students to discuss your responses.

5) Briefly, describe your reaction to the work. Did you find it appealing or interesting? Why or why not?
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