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	Candid Analysis

In this two-part lesson, students will apply listening and reading comprehension skills to infer why a candidate may hold to certain positions or make certain statements.  Students begin by listening to archived debates online.  While they are listening, students are prompted to analyze candidate statements to determine positions.  This part may be divided into two sessions, depending on your student’s prior knowledge about the state and Federal offices and how much of the debate you want your students to listen to.  

The second part provides students with an opportunity to evaluate the authenticity of a speaker’s statement.  The activity closes with a short discussion, asking students to think about why candidates might make certain statements.

Materials:

· Access to a computer for each student or small group of students.

·  Each computer should have Real Audio Player 8.0 or higher installed as well as headphones for each student.

· Copies of the worksheets “Candidate’s Web” and “Evidence Tracker”. 

· White/blackboard space or transparent copies of the two worksheets.


	Objectives for High School Students:

· Students will identify which elected offices perform essential tasks for the state and nation.
· Students will describe and compare the positions and statements made by two candidates for an elected office.

· Students will practice taking notes using a visual organizer as they listen to debates.

· Students will practice both literal and inferential reading skills.

	
	Correlations with the Minnesota Graduation Standards

	
	Grade
	Subject
	Strand
	Sub-Strand
	Standard
	Benchmark

	
	9-12
	Social Studies
	Government and Citizenship
	A. Civic Values, Skills, Rights and Responsibilities
	The student will analyze various methods of civic engagement needed to fulfill responsibilities of a citizen of a republic.
	2. Students will compare, contrast, and evaluate various forms of political persuasion for validity, accuracy, ideology, emotional appeals, bias and prejudice.

	
	9 – 12
	Language Arts
	Reading and Literature
	Comprehension
	The student will understand the meaning of informational, expository or persuasive texts, using a variety of strategies and will demonstrate literal, interpretive, inferential and evaluative comprehension.
	4. Analyze a variety of nonfiction materials selected from journals, essays, speeches, biographies and autobiographies.

7. Make inferences and draw conclusions based on explicit and implied information from texts. 

	
	9 – 12
	Language Arts
	Speaking, Listening, Viewing
	Media Literacy
	The student will critically analyze information found in electronic and print media, and will use a variety of these sources to learn about a topic and represent ideas.
	3. Evaluate the source’s point of view, intended audience and authority.

8. Formulate critical, evaluative questions relevant to a print or non-print selection.


PREP - Estimated time: 35 – 45 minutes

1) 10 minutes: Access the webpage for the Campaign 2006 coverage: http://minnesota.publicradio.org/collections/special/2006/campaign/.  Select a candidate’s profile to find a debate with which to test your computers (links to streamed debates are located below each candidates’ bio).  Does every computer you plan to use have Real Player installed?  Test how to advance, rewind, and pause the audio streams.

2) 15 minutes: Browse MPR’s coverage of each office and candidates who seek it.  Determine which race would be of most interest to your students.

3) 5 to 10 minutes:  Browse through each of the following background links.  Determine which would be the most effective for your students to read through.

Basic background information for the state offices:

http://www.state.mn.us/portal/mn/jsp/content.do?id=-8494&subchannel=-536887676&sc2=null&sc3=null&programid=536905551&contentkey=Constitutional_Officers_033004071318&contenttype=EDITORIAL&agency=NorthStar
Basic background information for the United States House of Representatives and Senate:

http://unclefed.com/EduStuff/AmGovt/Gvcongrs.pdf
(chapter on the Congress from Our American Government, Government Printing Office, 1993 edition in PDF format)

http://thomas.loc.gov/home/lawsmade.bysec/congress.html
(outlines the roles and terms of Senators and Representatives)

4) 5 minutes: Print off and make copies of the “Candidate’s Web” and “Evidence Tracker” worksheets for each student.
5) 10 minutes: For session two, determine if the computers your students will be using have the RealPlayer software installed and headphones available.
Session 1: The Webs They Create

Estimated time: 60 – 90 minutes, depending on the level of background knowledge for the chosen race.  The session may be easily broken up into two sessions.

1) Purpose, 1 – 2 minutes: State that each student’s task will be to listen to the candidates for a political office and evaluate their statements for accuracy. 

2) Opening Remarks, 15 – 20 minutes. As a class, listen to each candidate’s opening remarks.  

a) Pause after the first candidate.  Model for students how to record the candidate’s stated positions in a web. 

b) Discuss why the candidate might have mentioned certain items or made certain statements her or his opening remarks.  For example, why would a candidate mention where he grew up or the various government positions she held? 

c) Demonstrate how to record the time code from the audio stream for each note you make. Explain that doing so will allow them to quickly return to the audio stream if you or another student questions what they’ve noted.

d) Repeat steps a and b for another candidate, this time pausing the debate for each stated position or remark worthy of being noted.  Prompt students to add to their second web and again discuss why certain things were mentioned in the remarks.

e) Repeat for the third candidate, this time allowing students to pause and take notes on the opening remarks on their own or with a partner.

f) After an appropriate amount of time, call students back together to verify what they have identified to be the candidate’s statements and part of the his or her positions.

3) Complete the Debate, 30 – 40 minutes: Ask students to continue the process as outlined in the previous activity for the rest of the debate, adding appropriate statements to each candidate’s web as they’re made.  You might consider modeling one more time the information to add to each candidate’s web as well as how to note the time code.

· Note: Students will most likely not complete listening to the entire debate by the end of the period. They should be able to get 3 – 4 additional entries before time runs out.

4) Debate Debrief, 15 minutes: After an appropriate amount of time, call your students back together.  Ask them to share what they think should be recorded for each candidate’s positions and statements.  Ask students to cite the time code for each item they propose.

5) Close, 5 minutes: Explain that, in the next session, students will use MPR’s news and archives to evaluate a candidate’s arguments and analyze who the candidate’s intended audience might be.

Session 2: Candidate Check-Up
Estimated time: 60 – 100 minutes, may be broken into two shorter sessions. 

Review and Purpose, 5 minutes: Briefly recall the points students contributed during the first session’s closing discussion.  Explain that in this session, students will use MPR’s current and archived news coverage to evaluate a candidate’s arguments and analyze who the candidate’s intended audience might be.

As you pass out the evidence tracker, prompt students to think how they may be able to check what the candidates debated.  How might they be able to verify the point made in each candidate’s position?  

Candidate Check-up, 25 – 60 minutes: 

Evenly divide your students by the number of candidates running for the position.  Assign each group a candidate to research.  Explain that they will be responsible for checking the statements made by each candidate and explain their findings to a small group of students later in the lesson.

a. Point out the link to MPR’s Campaign 2006 coverage under “Selected Resources” in the March 2006 Sound Learning page. 

a. Select a term or two that students recorded in the last session.  Demonstrate how to use the webpage search function to browse through the recent and archived campaign coverage on that term.

b. Model how to note the useful information in the evidence tracker and then assign students to pick a candidate to analyze in the same way (search for terms, read article, make note in the evidence tracker).

c. Provide the students with an appropriate amount of time to find information to support or refute one or two of a candidate’s positions.

d. Remind them to make sure to copy the URL and/or time codes (if appropriate) for each piece of evidence they collect.  Doing so will help them refer back to their source incase a piece of their evidence is challenged in the small group section.

Candidate Check-in, 15 - 20 minutes: Call your students back together and explain to them that they are to inform other students of the evidence they found.  Divide the students into small groups, with each group containing a student researcher for each candidate.

a. Direct each student to review the evidence they found to support or refute the assigned candidate’s statements.

b. Prompt the other students to either strike or make a check mark next to each point in their session 1 web as the speaking student presents her or his evidence.

Wrap-Up, 10 minutes: Encourage your students to share their findings with the group.  Ask your students to discuss the following questions:

a. Did other groups find similar findings or were there discrepancies in the information?  Could any discrepancies be caused by different accounts in the reporting or interpretation by the students?

b. Based on what you found, how accurate were the candidates’ statements?  If they weren’t accurate, why might candidates choose to make statements that aren’t entirely accurate? 

c. What group might find the candidate’s message appealing? Not appealing? 

Name: 

Date: 

Hour: 


Candidate Web

1) In each oval, write the name of a candidate seeking office.

2) As the candidate speaks, write down enough words to help you remember what her or his position on the question.

3) Repeat for the next candidate.
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Name: 

Date: 

Hour: 


Evidence Tracker

· Use the Evidence Tracker to verify the statements candidates made in the debates. 

· Be sure to list the source URL for your evidence, in case your teacher or group members question your choices.

Candidate:




Date of Debate:

	Candidate Statement
	Facts Found
	Source URL
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