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	Compare the Candidates

In this set of two lessons, students will practice literal and inferential reading as well as listening comprehension skills as they use MPR audio and text content to research the elected offices, the candidates and their positions on key issues.  

Students will first read and identify the key responsibilities of an elected office.  Each will then research an assigned candidate’s experiences and position on issues that will be affected by the office. 

Students complete the activity by summarizing all the information they’ve gathered into a paragraph on whether the candidate should be elected. 

Materials:

· Access to a computer for each student or small groups of students for both sessions.

· Real Audio Player 8.0 or higher and headphones for each student.

· A copy of the worksheets “Who’s Got the Power?” and “Compare the Candidates” for each student.
· Whiteboard space near student computers.
	Objectives for Middle School Students:

· Students will identify which elected offices perform essential tasks for the state and nation.
· Students will describe and compare the positions and statements made by two candidates for an elected office.

· Students will practice taking notes using a visual organizer as they listen to debates.

· Students will practice both literal and inferential reading skills.

	
	Correlations with the Minnesota Graduation Standards

	
	Grade
	Subject
	Strand
	Sub-Strand
	Standard
	Benchmark

	
	6 - 8
	Social Studies
	GOVERNMENT AND CITIZENSHIP
	D. Governmental Institutions and Processes of the United States
	The student will know the functions of Minnesota state and local governments and describe their relationship with the federal government.
	4.  Students will identify the major state offices; the primary duties associated with them, and know the names of major local, state, and federal elected officials and describe how they are chosen.

	
	6 - 8
	Language Arts
	Reading and Literature
	Comprehension
	The student will understand the meaning of informational, expository or persuasive texts, using a variety of strategies and will demonstrate literal, interpretive, inferential and evaluative comprehension.
	2. Recall and use prior learning and preview text to prepare for reading. (Grades 6 – 8)

12. Compare and contrast information from different sources on the same topic. (Grade 6)

5. Create outlines, logical notes and summaries across content areas. (Grades 7 & 8)

7. Distinguish statements of fact from opinion and give examples from text.

	
	6 - 8
	Language Arts
	Speaking, Listening, Viewing
	Speaking and Listening
	The student will demonstrate understanding and communicate effectively through listening and speaking.
	2. Actively listen and comprehend messages.

4. Distinguish between speaker’s opinion and verifiable facts and analyze the credibility of the presentation.

5. Follow a speaker’s presentation and represent it in notes (Grades 7 & 8)


PREP - Estimated time: 35 – 45 minutes

1) 1 to 2 minutes: Access the webpage for the Campaign 2006 coverage: http://minnesota.publicradio.org/collections/special/2006/campaign/
2) 15 minutes: Browse MPR’s coverage of each office and candidates who seek it.  Determine which race would be of most interest to your students.

3) 5 to 10 minutes:  Browse through each of the following background links.  Determine which would be the most effective for your students to read through.

Basic background information for the state offices:

http://www.state.mn.us/portal/mn/jsp/content.do?id=-8494&subchannel=-536887676&sc2=null&sc3=null&programid=536905551&contentkey=Constitutional_Officers_033004071318&contenttype=EDITORIAL&agency=NorthStar
Basic background information for the US House of Representatives and Senate:

http://unclefed.com/EduStuff/AmGovt/Gvcongrs.pdf
(chapter on the Congress from Our American Government, Government Printing Office, 1993 edition in PDF format)

http://thomas.loc.gov/home/lawsmade.bysec/congress.html
(outlines the roles and terms of Senators and Representatives)

4) 5 minutes: Print off and make copies of the scavenger hunt tool (see below) for each student.

5) 10 minutes: For session two, determine if the computers your students will be using have the RealPlayer software installed and headphones available.

Lesson 1: Who’s Got the Power? 

Estimated time: 45 - 60 minutes.

Purpose: Each student will know the different duties for certain elected Minnesota and Federal offices by applying literal and inferential reading skills. 

If necessary, review the difference between the state and national governments prior to beginning the lesson.  

See http://bensguide.gpo.gov/9-12/government/federalism.html for a quick summary.

Step 1: What Does Government Do? (5 minutes): With your class, generate a list of job responsibilities that are needed to keep the state and nation from descending into chaos.  Write each duty on notecards or a whiteboard.  These may include creating laws, punishing criminals, running the military, raising money, etc..  Be sure to include some of the duties for Governor and Attorney General (as well as State Auditor and Secretary of State).

Step 2: Who’s Got the Power? (5 minutes):  On your board, write the three branches of government: Executive, Legislative, and Judicial.  If necessary, briefly explain that each office under each branch has its own power.  It’s the voters get to decide who holds that power (with the exception of the Federal and parts of the Minnesota Judicial Branch).  Place each duty from step 1 under the appropriate branch of government.

Step 3: Who Wants the Power? (35 minutes):  Circle the duties that will be affected by this year’s election.  Explain that your student’s next task will be to figure out which office has the responsibility for each circled duty as well as listing everyone who wants to have that power. Alternatively, assign groups of students certain duties to research together.

1) Distribute the “Who Wants the Power?” worksheet.  Ask your students to jot down the circled duties. (5 minutes)

2) Direct your students to the selected resources from the October 2006 Sound Learning Page.  Point out which links lead to information about each office.  Invite students to start their research. (20 minutes).

3) After an appropriate amount of time, call the class back together and review each duty, identifying the correct office together. (5 minutes).

4) Direct your students to the link for MPR’s Campaign 2006 webpage (again found on the October 2006 Sound Learning Page).  Explain that their final task will be to determine who exactly wants to have the office.  Point out the links to the various offices MPR is covering. (5 minutes – if running out of time, you can list the candidates for the students to copy).  

5) Explain that in the next lesson, students will (in a fashion) “audition” the candidates for one of these offices using MPR’s online audio and text.  Their job will be to determine which candidate should be entrusted with holding the power.

Lesson: Candidate Audition 

Estimated time: 60 - 90 minutes, may be broken up between 2 or more sessions.

Purpose: During this lesson, each student will practice listening and reading comprehension skills as they compare the different candidates.

Step 1: Government Refresher (5 minutes): With your class, review the duties and the job responsibilities of each elected office.  Can they think of an issue in the recent news that could be tied to an office’s responsibilities?

Step 2: Meet the Candidates (30 - 60 minutes): 

· Query students about which candidates are running for each office.

· List the names by the appropriate office listed on your board.

· Explain that debates are a kind of audition for the job.  Direct each student to pick an office for which they will be “hiring”.  Their task will then be to compare the candidates, to audition them for the job.  

· Direct students to MPR’s Campaign 2006 website ( http://minnesota.publicradio.org/collections/special/2006/campaign/ )
· Demonstrate how to access debate audio as well as MPR articles and campaign websites.

· Distribute the Venn diagram worksheet.

· Direct students to listen to a debate and compare the positions and statements for two of the candidates.

Potential Break Point

Step 3: Select Your Candidate (25 minutes):  After an appropriate amount of time, ask students to form small groups of 3 – 5 students, based on which office they “auditioned”.  

· Direct your students to review what they found, adding or editing their information so it matches other students.

· If time allows, show students the “Select A Candidate” feature: http://minnesota.publicradio.org/projects/ongoing/select_a_candidate/
· Before they work through the interactive, ask them to privately choose which candidate they think should be elected to the office.

· Invite students to use the “Select A Candidate” feature. 

· After an appropriate amount of time, call class back together.  Did the feature return the same candidate that they had previously picked?
· Wrap up the lesson by assigning students use the data they’ve collected to write a short paragraph, comparing the two candidates – what there positions are on the issues discussed in the debate, etc.
Name: 

Date: 

Hour: 


Who Wants the Power?

1) List the duties your class has determined that the government must do.

2) Use the selected resources on the October 2006 Sound Learning Webpage – http://www.soundlearning.org/2006/10 - to figure out which office is responsible for a duty.  Write “Yes” if the office is responsible, “No” if it isn’t.

3) Finally, go to MPR’s Campaign 2006 webpage – http://minnesota.publicradio.org/collections/special/2006/campaign/ to find out the candidates for each office and the party that supports them.

	
	US Senate
	US House of Representatives
	Governor
	Attorney General

	“Duty List”
	Duties:
	Duties:
	Duties:
	Duties:

	1. 
	
	
	
	

	2.
	
	
	
	

	3.
	
	
	
	

	4.
	
	
	
	

	5.
	
	
	
	

	6.
	
	
	
	

	7.
	
	
	
	

	8.
	
	
	
	

	9.
	
	
	
	

	10.
	
	
	
	

	
	Candidates/Party
	Candidates/Party
	Candidates/Party
	Candidates/Party

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Name: 

Date: 

Hour: 


COMPARE THE CANDIDATES:

1) In each circle, write a candidate’s name.  As you listen to the debate, write down some notes or just words to remind of what they said for each question. 

2) After you’ve listened to the debate, look over your notes and write anything that is similar between candidates where the circles intersect.

3) [image: image1.png]Compare what you found with other students in your group.  Adjust your information, if needed.

4) On the back of this paper or another sheet, write a short paragraph summarizing the differences and any similarities between the candidates.  If you’d like, you might want to include who you would vote for and why.
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